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them out of existing numbers may result in
one persecuted group being pitted against
another. A preferable approach to the pro-
posed legislation would be simply to expand
the number of slots available for refugees so
that no one currently eligible will be denied
entry because of preferences created by this
act.

Sincerely,
Kenneth Roth, Executive Director

Human Rights Watch; Leonard S.
Rubenstein, Executive Director Physi-
cians for Human Rights; Jack Rendler,
Executive Director Minnesota Advo-
cates for Human Rights; William
Schulz, Executive Director Amnesty
International/USA; James Silk, Execu-
tive Director Robert F. Kennedy Cen-
ter; Felice Gaer, Director Jacob
Blaustein Institute for the Advance-
ment of Human Rights.
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Tuesday, September 16, 1997

Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, today I would
like to recognize a young man in my district
who should truly be an inspiration to us all.
His name is Joel Bone and he is from Glen-
wood Springs, CO. Jeol attends Glenwood
Springs High School and has worked diligently
in recent months to organize the Prime Mon-
day Sports Club which is a forum he creates
in order to bring together special needs stu-
dents and teachers so they could get to know
each other outside the classroom.

Joel was recently recognized by the Na-
tional Downs Syndrome Congress for his ef-
forts and presented with their Outstanding Citi-
zen Award, which is traditionally given to
young adults who exhibit a high degree of
selfadvocacy.

The award was presented to Joel at the
25th annual convention of the National Downs
Syndrome Congress in Phoenix, AZ on August
8. Joel was given the honor of being seated
at the head table and then read his accept-
ance speech in front of 2,000 people where he
himself praised all the risk takers in the audi-
ence.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to stand here
today to tell the entire House of Representa-
tives about this fine young man from Glen-
wood Springs whose attitude and work ethic is
a lesson to us all.
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Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure I rise before you today to pay tribute
to Woodow F. Brokenburr, the outgoing Chair-
man of the Board of the Thousand Oaks/
Conejo Valley Chamber of Commerce.

President Kennedy once wrote, ‘‘For of
those to whom much is given, much is re-
quired.’’ Woodrow Brokenburr is an individual
who has fulfilled this prophecy through his
countless contributions to our community.

When asked to describe Woody, the first word
that comes to the minds of his friends and col-
leagues is committed. In addition to a full time
career as a Senior Engineer/Project Manager
at GTE California, Woody spent several years
on the Board before assuming the additional
responsibility as Chairman this past year. His
commitment to service and responsibility ex-
tends to every aspect of his work. At a recent
speech before a delegation from China,
Woody spoke to the crowd for the first three
minutes in Chinese. This attention to detail
and thoroughness of preparation is just one
example of his dedication and has distin-
guished Woody as an individual who sees ev-
erything though to the end.

In addition to his experience on the Board of
the Chamber of Commerce, Woody
Brokenburr has sat on the board of several
other community organizations, including the
Conejo Free Clinic, the Consortium for Ad-
vanced and Technical Education and the Inter-
national Development Research Council.
Woody has recognized the importance of our
children’s education in order to prepare them
for a bright and promising future, and he start-
ed the Education Committee at the Chamber
of Commerce to address problems and ques-
tions facing our schools.

Within our community, Woody is seen as an
excellent role model, and his career has been
highlighted with several awards and distinc-
tions. He is the recipient of five United Way
Leadership Awards, the Distinguished Service
Award from the California Association of
School Administrators, Region XII, and the
GTE’s Outstanding Volunteer Award.

I join these organizations in commending
Woody for the contributions he has made to
our community. Mr. Speaker, distinguished
colleagues, please join me in paying tribute to
Woodrow F. Brokenburr as he concludes his
term as chairman of the board.
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Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, the Chicago Trib-
une of last Sunday provided a feature article
on one of my district’s finer public servants,
Joseph Devlin. The article describes Joe’s ac-
tive life and his great contributions to Roselle,
IL, and DuPage County as well. I proudly
share this with my colleagues:

[From the Chicago Tribune, Sept. 14, 1997]
THE FATHER OF ROSELLE—JOSEPH DEVLIN

WEARS MANY HATS WHILE SERVING OTHERS

(By David Sharos)
If public service were a commodity that

could be marketed and sold, Roselle’s Joseph
Devlin would probably be one of the western
suburbs’ leading entrepreneurs.

Devlin wears many hats, which currently
include village trustee, the administrator for
the Roselle Historical Foundation, a member
of the DuPage County Stormwater Commit-
tee, the DuPage Water Commission and fi-
nancial officer for the American Legion. He
is also a former mayor of Roselle.

Roselle Chief of Police Richard Eddington
still calls him Mr. Devlin in public, but in
the community he has called home for more
than 40 years, Devlin says he wishes people
would simply call him Joe.

Devlin moved from Pennsylvania in 1953
and has seen Roselle, a town that then boast-
ed 1,000 people and barely a square mile in
size grow to 23,000 people and 8 to 10 square
miles.

‘‘Joe’s the father of our village,’’ said Marj
Peterson, a longtime friend. ‘‘Roselle as we
know it today was really launched as a re-
sult of him.’’

Before moving to Roselle, he fought in a
war, went to college and earned a degree in
mechanical engineering; he became president
of an electric heater and supply company,
helped raise three daughters and worked in
public office for more than 25 years.

He has also overcome personal hardships.
In World War II, Devlin served on a B–24 as
a navigator and was captured behind enemy
lines after his plane was shot down over Ro-
mania and became a prisoner of war. In civil-
ian life, his greatest hardship occurred three
years ago when his wife, Barbara, died of
cancer.

Not long ago, he said, ‘‘I received a card
from board members on one of my birthdays
that said, ‘Congratulations, you’ve survived
another year.’ When I opened it, the card
said, ‘In fact, you’ve survived it all.’ I guess
maybe I have.’’

Serving his fellow citizens and the commu-
nity he loves is what continues to drive
Devlin.

‘‘I’m proud of everything I’ve done my
whole life,’’ Devlin said. ‘‘I tend to take over
things once I get involved, not because it’s a
power trip or anything but because I think
I’m a natural problem solver and I like to
get things done.’’

Many citizens and public officials in the
village say Devlin has lent a guiding hand in
making Roselle the community it is today.
From sidewalks, which were once non-exist-
ent, to upgrading sewer plants and streets, to
obtaining Lake Michigan water, to building
a $3.5 million Village Hall, Devlin’s mark is
everywhere.

‘‘Of all the services Joe has performed, I
still have this image of him carrying a shov-
el around in the trunk of his car . . . to re-
pair ruts in the streets after it rained,’’ said
village administrator Robin Weaver. ‘‘Joe
would go over to people’s houses he didn’t
even know and help them pump out their
basements if they were flooded. He still
does.’’

The Village Board presented him with a
plaque in 1994 for 25 years of public service.
During the presentation, he listened to a let-
ter drafted by Mayor Gayle Smolinski that
cited many of his accomplishments.

‘‘Joe is one of those pillars of the commu-
nity who has just always been there when we
needed him,’’ Smolinski said. ‘‘He often kids
us during meetings when a female board
member or I cast a deciding vote against
him. He’ll say, ‘I knew we shouldn’t have
given [women] the right to vote,’ but Joe’s
been one of the greatest influences in terms
of empowering women in local government
that I know. He has three daughters, and I
think that’s influenced him.’’

Devlin said that during his eight years as
mayor from 1973–81, Roselle became one of
the first towns to hire a female police officer
and a female firefighter. He also says having
women on the Village Board is an asset be-
cause they look at things in a different way
from men.

Fred Koehler, who owns and manages the
Lynfred Winery in Roselle, said Devlin is the
person who made his business possible. ‘‘Joe
was the guy who supported the winery all
the way and thought it would be a good
thing for the village and would bring people
here,’’ Koehler said.

As mayor, Devlin appealed to State Sen.
Doris Karpiel, who in 1980 successfully
steered two bills through the legislature that
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